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THIRD NATIONAL ADDRESS ON COVID-19 

BY HIS EXCELLENCY, DR. EDGAR CHAGWA 
LUNGU, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

ZAMBIA

FRIDAY, 24TH APRIL, 2020
STATE HOUSE
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

A MONTH AGO, I ADDRESSED THE NATION AND 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE COUNTRY WAS AT WAR, A 
PUBLIC HEALTH WAR. 

WHO IS THE ENEMY? 

THIS ENEMY IS THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS ALSO 
KNOWN AS COVID-19, WHICH IS ENGULFING THE 
WHOLE WORLD AT A RATE NEVER SEEN BEFORE IN 
HISTORY.

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

ZAMBIA FIRST RECORDED CASES OF COVID-19 ON 18TH 
MARCH 2020, INVOLVING A ZAMBIAN COUPLE WHO 
HAD RETURNED FROM HOLIDAY IN FRANCE. SHORTLY, 
THEREAFTER, CASES WERE DETECTED AMONG A 
GROUP WHO HAD RETURNED FROM A RELIGIOUS 
MEETING IN PAKISTAN. OVER THE LAST FIVE WEEKS, 
CASES HAVE BEEN INCREASING STEADILY, AND 
LOCAL TRANSMISSION OF THE DISEASE HAS SET IN. 
QUICK AND DECISIVE MEASURES INSTITUTED BY MY 
GOVERNMENT HAVE ENSURED THAT POTENTIAL 
RAPID SPREAD OF THE OUTBREAK IS AVERTED AND 
MITIGATED.
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FOLLOWING EXPIRY OF THE 14-DAY EXTENSION 
PERIOD OF RESTRICTIONS AND OTHER CONTROL 
MEASURES I ANNOUNCED IN MY LAST ADDRESS TO 
THE NATION, I NOW UPDATE THE NATION ON THE 
CURRENT POSITION.

AS OF TODAY, 24TH APRIL 2020, EIGHT (8) ADDITIONAL 
CASES OF COVID-19 HAVE BEEN RECORDED IN 
ZAMBIA; 

FOUR OF THE CASES ARE FROM THE COMMUNITY 
WHILE THE OTHER FOUR ARE HOSPITAL PERSONNEL. 
THE CUMULATIVE NUMBER OF CASES IN ZAMBIA IS 
NOW, 84, INCLUDING THREE DEATHS.

THIRTY-SEVEN PATIENTS HAVE RECOVERED FROM 
THE INFECTION AND 44 PATIENTS REMAIN UNDER 
ISOLATION BUT ALL ARE IN STABLE CONDITION, 
EXCEPT FOR ONE PATIENT BEING TREATED FOR 
SEVERE MALARIA. 

FIFTEEN HEALTHCARE WORKERS HAVE SO FAR BEEN 
INFECTED WITH COVID-19 WHILE IN THEIR LINE OF 
DUTY. TWO HAVE RECOVERED WHILE THIRTEEN ARE 
STABLE AND REMAIN IN HIGH SPIRITS.
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

LIKE, I SAID IN MY SECOND ADDRESS TO THE NATION 
ON THURSDAY, 9TH APRIL, 2020, THE FRONTLINE 
WORKERS ARE THE REAL HEROES OF OUR TIMES AND 
THEY NEED MASSIVE SUPPORT FROM US. THEY ARE 
LEAVING THEIR FAMILIES FOR DAYS TO CONTAIN THE 
ENEMY ON OUR BEHALF. THEY ARE DOING THIS AT 
GREAT RISK TO THEIR OWN LIVES AND THOSE OF 
THEIR FAMILIES. THEY ARE PROTECTING OUR LIVES 
DAY AND NIGHT AND THEY ARE SAVING LIVES OF THE 
SICK. I PAY TRIBUTE TO THEM AND WISH THOSE WHO 
ARE SICK QUICK RECOVERY SO THAT THEY CONTINUE 
TO DO WHAT THEY DO BEST – SAVING OUR LIVES.

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

THIS IS WHY MY DIRECTIVE IN MY LAST ADDRESS TO 
THE MULTI-SECTROL RESPONSE LED BY THE 
MINISTER OF HEALTH, TO ENSURE THESE MEN AND 
WOMEN ARE PROTECTED AT ALL TIMES CANNOT BE 
OVEREMPHASISED. FOR THE WORK THEY DO, LET US 
PAY BACK TO THEM BY ENSURING THEY ARE 
PROTECTED AT ALL TIMES. I, THEREFORE, DIRECT 
THAT THE MULTI-SECTROL TEAM TO ENSURE THAT 
ALL THE RESOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN SOURCED SO 
FAR, ESPECIALLY THE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE 
EQUIPMENT (PPES) ARE QUICKLY AVAILED TO THESE 
FRONTLINE WORKERS. 

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,



5

I MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE COUNTRY HAS 
RECEIVED HUGE DONATIONS FROM LOCAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL DONORS FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK 
OF COVID-19. THEREFORE, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
ALL COOPERATING PARTNERS AND ASSURE THEM OF 
PRUDENT USE OF THESE DONATIONS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC FINANCE 
MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2018.

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

AS YOU MAYBE AWARE, TODAY IS EXACTLY ONE 
MONTH SINCE I ANNOUNCED THE INITIAL MEASURES 
AND IT IS  NOW TIME TO TAKE STOCK AND REVIEW 
WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE IN OUR COUNTRY IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19.

AS WE STRIVE TO PRESERVE THE COUNTRY’S HEALTH 
SECURITY BY SCALING UP COVID-19 CONTROL 
INTERVENTIONS, WE REMAIN ALIVE TO THE IMPACT 
THESE INTERVENTIONS HAVE ON THE ECONOMY OF 
THE COUNTRY. 
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

WE HAVE TO CHOOSE LIFE OR LIVELIHOOD OR BOTH.

OUR EXPENDITURE ON COVID-19 HAS BEEN 
UNPLANNED; OUR EXPORTS ARE CONSTRICTED. 
COPPER PRICES ARE ALL TIME LOW. TOURISM HAS 
BEEN RUN AGROUND DUE TO COVID-19. THE 
EXCHANGE RATE IS NOT AS IT SHOULD BE; AND 
BUSINESSES OUT THERE ARE HURTING. I FEEL YOUR 
PAIN. I DO NOT NEED TO MENTION YOU INDIVIDUALLY 
BUT I KNOW THAT LITTLE OUTLET THAT HAS BEEN 
CLOSED BRINGS NSHIMA TO YOUR TABLE. THAT 
LITTLE OUTLET THAT HAS BEEN CLOSED PAYS YOUR 
RENT. THAT LITTLE OUTLET PAYS SCHOOL FEES. BUT 
IT COULD HAVE BEEN WORSE HAD WE LOCKED 
OURSELVES COMPLETELY TO AVOID COVID-19 FROM 
COMING TO ZAMBIA.

THERE ARE OTHER QUESTIONS THAT REQUIRE 
ANSWERS, WHICH HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE SOCIAL-
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS OF OUR COUNTRY BEARING IN 
MIND THAT CURRENTLY OUR NATIONAL BUDGET HAS 
BEEN THROWN INTO DISARRAY AS A RESULT OF THE 
COVID-19. IF WE MAINTAINED THE STATUS QUO OF 
THE CONTROLLED MOVEMENT OF OUR PEOPLE AND 
RESTRICTION OF SOME BUSINESSS DUE TO THE 
PANDEMIC, WHERE WILL THE MONEY COME FROM 
FOR THE MANY OTHER IMPORTANT PROGRAMMES?
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A. WHERE WILL WE FIND MONEY TO PAY SALARIES 
FOR OUR PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYEES?

B. WHERE WILL WE FIND MONEY TO PAY 
RETIREES?

C. WHAT ABOUT FISP?
D. WHAT ABOUT THE MONEY FOR SOCIAL CASH 

TRANSFER?
E. WHERE WILL WE FIND MONEY TO BUY THE MUCH 

NEEDED DRUGS FOR OUR HOSPITALS?
F. WHAT ABOUT DEBT REPAYMENT OBLIGATIONS?
G. WHAT ABOUT FUEL IMPORTATIONS?
H. WHEN AND HOW WILL THE CHILDREN GET BACK 

TO SCHOOL? IT IS NOW OVER A MONTH SINCE 
SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED AND THE CHILDREN 
ARE LOCKED-UP IN HOMES. SOME OF THEM 
LITERALLY WITH NO MODERN FACILITIES SUCH 
AS INTERNET?

I. WHO WILL HARVEST THE CROPS FOR OUR 
NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY?

J. WHO WILL DELIVER FARMING INPUTS?
K. HOW WILL WE DISTRIBUTE FOOD RELIEF?

THE JURY IS OUT ON THESE QUESTIONS! 
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COUNTRY MEN AND WOMEN

BASED ON THE LESSONS AND EXPERIENCES LEARNT 
FROM THE LAST ONE MONTH WHERE WE HAVE 
GENERALLY DONE WELL WITH CONTAINING THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC, WE NOW KNOW THAT WE NEED 
TO BE CAUTIOUS IN REOPENING THE KEY AREAS OF 
OUR ECONOMY SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEALTH 
REGULATIONS, GUIDELINES AND CERTIFICATION.
 
WE ARE STILL DETERMINING THE EXTENT OF THE 
DISEASE THROUGH ESCALATED TESTING AND 
SCREENING TO ASSESS WHEN WE SHALL REOPEN 
OUR ECONOMY FULLY. 

HOWEVER, I HAVE DECIDED THAT SOME ACTIVITIES 
SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING MAY CONTINUE BEING 
UNDERTAKEN NORMALLY SUBJECT TO ADHERING TO 
PUBLIC HEALTH REGULATIONS, GUIDELINES AND 
CERTIFICATIONS:

1. PLACES OF WORSHIP MAY CONGREGATE WHILE 
OBSERVING SOCIAL DISTANCING, MANDATORY 
FACE MASKS AND SANITISING AND HAND 
WASHING GUIDELINES.

2. SPORTING ACTIVITIES SUCH AS GOLF AND 
TENNIS, WHICH DO NOT INVOLVE PHYSICAL 
CONTACT BETWEEN PLAYERS WHERE THE 
SPORT IS PLAYED IN NON-CROWDED SPACE, CAN 
BEGIN TO BE PLAYED BUT BARS IN THOSE 
PREMISES WILL REMAIN CLOSED.
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3. BARBERSHOPS AND SALONS MAY CONTINUE TO 
OPERATE WITH STRICT ADHERANCE AND 
OBSERVING SOCIAL DISTANCING AND REGULAR 
SANITISING AND HAND WASHING. 

FAILURE TO ADHERE TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
REGULATIONS, GUIDELINES AND CERTIFICATION, WILL 
ATTRACT PENALTIES INCLUDING REVOKING OF 
LICENCES AT ANY GIVEN TIME. I AM THEREFORE 
DIRECTING LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO 
PURSUE ANY OFFENDERS. THE GENERAL PUBLIC ARE 
EQUALLY ENCOURAGED REPORTING ANY CASES OF 
NON-ADHERENCE TO THESE MEASURES TO 
RELEVANT AUTHORITES. LET US BE EACH OTHER’S 
GATE KEEPERS.

THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE MODIFICATION OF 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF COVID-19 INTERVENTIONS 
TO FACILITATE CONTINUED ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND 
A GRADUAL RETURN OF DAILY LIFE TO NORMALCY.
 
WE NOTE THAT DRASTIC CHANGE TO CURRENT 
PREVENTIVE AND CONTROL MEASURES COULD 
ERODE THE GAINS ATTAINED AND THE SITUATION 
COULD GET OUT OF CONTROL. THEREFORE, 
MODIFICATION OF CONTROL MEASURES WILL BE 
INFORMED BY THE EVOLUTION OF THE OUTBREAK.
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THE MAIN COVID-19 CONTROL STRATEGY GOING 
FORWARD SHALL CONTINUE TO CENTRE ON 
PREVENTION OF INFECTION, CASE FINDING THROUGH 
INCREASED TESTING, ISOLATION OF CASES, SWIFT 
AND THOROUGH TRACING OF CONTACTS, 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, AND CASE MANAGEMENT. 

THE WAR WE FACE TODAY CAN ONLY BE WON AND 
CONQUERED IF, APART FROM YOU AND I ADHERING 
TO THE NEW NORMAL, YOU ALSO ALLOW HEALTH 
WORKERS TO CONDUCT MASSIVE TESTING AND 
CONTACT TRACING IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

THESE FORM THE CORNERSTONE TO OVERCOMING 
COVID-19 AND SHALL BE ACHIEVED THROUGH 
INTENSIFIED SURVEILLANCE AT POINTS OF ENTRY; 
TARGETED COMMUNITY SCREENING AND TESTING; 
AND ROUTINE SCREENING AND ACTIVE CASE SEARCH 
IN HEALTHCARE FACILITIES, PARTICULARLY PATIENTS 
WITH RESPIRATORY SYMPTOMS.

ALSO CRITICAL IS MANDATORY USE OF MASKS IN 
PUBLIC; PHYSICAL DISTANCING; AND OBSERVANCE OF 
PERSONAL HYGIENE MEASURES, INCLUDING HAND 
WASHING AND RESPIRATORY ETIQUETTE.
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

EVERY DARK CLOUD HAS A SILVERLINING. THE 
CURRENT SITUATION WE FIND OURSELVES IN OPENS 
A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY FOR ZAMBIAN FARMERS 
TO PRODUCE AND SELL THEIR PRODUCTS TO CHAIN 
STORES THAT FOR A LONG TIME HAVE DENIED THEM 
BUSINESS AND OPTED FOR FOREIGN PRODUCTS.

I AM, THEREFORE, DIRECTING THE MINISTRY OF 
COMMERCE, TRADE AND INDUSTRY TO ENSURE THAT 
CHAIN STORES PRIORITISE LOCAL AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS IN THEIR LOCALITIES. IF A CHAIN STORE IS 
IN CHIPATA LET THEM BUY AGRICULTURE PRODUCTS 
FROM OUR FARMERS IN EASTERN PROVINCE. UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE ARE IN, ONLY PRODUCTS 
THAT CANNOT BE SOURCED FROM LOCALS SHOULD 
BE IMPORTED.

I HOPE THAT ONCE THIS IS ACTUALISED, EVEN AFTER 
COVID-19, OUR FARMERS WILL CONTINUE TRADING 
WITH THESE CHAIN STORES. I ENCOURAGE CITIZENS 
TO FORM COOPERATIVES TO ENSURE THEY MEET 
QUALITY AND SAFETY DEMAND.
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

WE NEED COLLABORATIVE ACTION IN THE COMING 
MONTHS. ONLY BY WORKING TOGETHER CAN WE 
MAKE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN MITIGATING THE 
IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON OUR SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS 
PROVED TO US TODAY THAT WE ARE FACING 
CHALLENGES THAT ARE GLOBAL AND 
INTERCONNECTED. HOWEVER, WE ARE A 
DEVELOPING COUNTRY AND WE WILL FEEL IT MORE 
THAN MANY OTHERS IN TERMS OF SOCIAL ECONOMIC 
IMPACT. 

FOR THIS REASON, I AM INSTRUCTING THE MINISTER 
OF FINANCE TO PURSUE OTHER OPTIONS SUCH AS 
CONSOLIDATING AVAILABLE RESOURCES IN VARIOUS 
EMPOWERMENT FUNDS SO THAT THESE MAY BE 
DISBURSED TO SMALL BUSINESSES, WOMEN GROUPS, 
YOUTHS AND THE MOST VULNERABLE THAT HAVE 
BEEN HIT THE HARDEST.

I LOOK FORWARD TO THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE TO 
CREATING A COVID-19 ECONOMIC RECOVERY FUND 
THAT WILL HELP EXISTING BUSINESSES, ESPECIALLY 
AFFECTED SMES TO REMAIN STABLE DURING THIS 
PERIOD AND BEYOND. 
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THE K10 BILLION LOAN FACILITY I ANNOUNCED IN MY 
SECOND ADDRESS WHICH IS UNDER THE BANK OF 
ZAMBIA COULD BE PART OF THE RESOURCES 
IDENTIFIED TO THIS FUND. I AM ALSO DIRECTING THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE TO IDENTIFY OTHER SOURCES 
OF FUNDING TO HELP BEEF UP THIS FUND SO THAT 
AS MANY BUSINESSES AS POSSIBLE MAY BENEFIT.

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

IN ORDER TO CREATE NEW BUSINESSES AIMED AT 
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE VOID THAT HAS BEEN 
CREATED BY REDUCED EXPORTS TO ZAMBIA 
BECAUSE OF COVID-19 LOCKDOWNS, THE CITIZEN 
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT COMMISSION (CEEC) 
SHOULD LOOK AT PROPOSALS FOR NEW BANKABLE 
BUSINESSES THAT CAN BE FUNDED. MY PRIORITY IS 
WEALTH CREATION BY CREATING NEW ZAMBIAN 
BUSINESSES. I WILL NEED REGULAR UPDATES FROM 
CEEC ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THEIR 
PROPOSALS.

I HAVE ALSO INSTRUCTED THE MINISTER OF 
COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORT AND SMART 
ZAMBIA TO SUPPORT BETTER DIGITAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND SKILLS, AND TO FORMULATE 
DIGITAL TRADE AND E-SERVICES. THIS ALSO APPLIES 
TO THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION WHICH IS WORKING 
HARD TO DRIVE E-LEARNING AND TELEVISION 
EDUCATION IN THE COUNTRY. 
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BEYOND COVID-19, OUR FUTURE ECONOMIC GROWTH 
WILL NEED TO TAP INTO EMERGING DIGITAL 
OPPORTUNITIES. E-SERVICES IN THE HEALTH SECTOR 
WILL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED, INCLUDING MOBILE 
PHONE-BASED DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS TO ENSURE THAT 
THOSE IN NEED OBTAIN THE REQUIRED INFORMATION 
THROUGH OUT THE CRISIS.
 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE IS INSTRUCTED TO 
ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT FARMERS TO GROW 
WINTER MAIZE AND ENGAGE IN OTHER 
AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES TO ENSURE THAT WE 
CREATE NEW BUSINESSES DURING THIS PERIOD. 

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,
FOOD SECURITY WILL BE THE BIGGEST PROBLEM 
POST COVID-19. I AM DIRECTING THE MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE AND THE MINISTER OF NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING TO COLLABORATE WITH 
THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND DEVELOP PARTNERSHIPS 
TO GROW FOOD FOR BOTH DOMESTIC AND EXPORT 
MARKETS. MY GOVERNMENT WILL HELP PROVIDE 
BOTH FINANCIAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 
TOWARDS THE PROGRAMME. THE MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING IS DIRECTED TO 
DRAFT A NEW CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN TO 
SECURE FOOD PRODUCTION IN ZAMBIA IN LIGHT OF 
RECENT NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

COUNTRY MEN AND WOMEN
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MY GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED 
ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL MEASURES TO THOSE 
ANNOUNCED TWO WEEKS AGO TO CUSHION THE 
IMPACT ON BUSINESSES DUE TO COVID-19. THESE 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

WAIVER OF TAX PENALTIES AND INTEREST – MY 
GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO WAIVE TAX 
PENALTIES AND INTEREST ON OUTSTANDING TAX 
LIABILITIES RESULTING FROM THE IMPACT OF COVID-
19. THIS WILL ASSIST COMPANIES AND BUSINESSES 
MANAGE THEIR CASH FLOWS DURING THIS PERIOD 
WHEN THEY ARE FACED WITH REDUCED REVENUES.

SUSPENSION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES AND VAT ON 
ADDITIONAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES USED IN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST COVID 19 – GOVERNMENT WILL EXTEND THE 
LIST OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES THAT ARE NOT SUBJECT 
TO IMPORT DUTY AND VALUE ADDED TAX FOR AN 
INITIAL PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS. THIS IS MEANT TO 
EXPEDITE THE PROVISION OF MEDICAL RELATED 
DEVICES NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE FIGHT AGAINST 
COVID-19.
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IN ADDITION TO THAT, GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY 
RELEASED THE FOLLOWING MONIES:

 K500 MILLION TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE PENSIONS 
FUND TO PAY OVER 1,500 RETIREES OR THEIR 
BENEFICIARIES; 

 K170 MILLION TO BANKS TO CLEAR THIRD PARTY 
ARREARS, AND;

  K140 MILLION TO VARIOUS ROAD CONTRACTORS. 

THESE RELEASES ARE PART OF THE K2.5 BILLION I 
ANNOUNCED IN MY ADDRESS TO THE NATION TWO 
WEEKS AGO.

I DIRECT THE MINISTER OF FINANCE TO EXPEDITE THE 
PENDING PAYMENT OF K1 BILLION TO VARIOUS 
SUPPLIERS OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO 
GOVERNMENT. 

AS I STATED IN MY LAST ADDRESS, I EXPECT 
COMMERCIAL BANKS TO PRIORITISE LENDING, ON 
FAVOURABLE TERMS, MONEY TO SMALL AND MEDIUM 
ENTERPRISES AND HOUSEHOLDS HARDEST HIT BY 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. THIS MONEY WILL COME 
FROM THE K10 BILLION MEDIUM-TERM REFINANCING 
FACILITY WHICH ELIGIBLE COMMERCIAL BANKS, AND 
NON-BANK FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS CAN ACCESS 
FROM THE BANK OF ZAMBIA.
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,

LET ME END BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE MULTI-
SECTORAL RESPONSE TEAM FOR THE WORK THEY 
ARE DOING IN TRYING TO CONTAIN THE INFECTION 
RATE, MAKING FINANCES AVAILABLE FOR THE FIGHT, 
AND SENSITISING THE NATION ON PREVENTIVE 
MEASURES. LET ME THANK ALL THE COUNTRIES, 
ORGANISATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS FOR MASSIVELY 
ANSWERING THE CALL AND DONATING TO THIS NOBLE 
AND LIFE-SAVING CAUSE.

INDEED, WE SHOULD THANK THE ALMIGHTY GOD 
BECAUSE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN WORSE. BUT GOD 
CAN ONLY HELP US IF WE HELP OURSELVES. GOD 
CAN ONLY HELP US IF WE STAYED AT HOME AND 
AVOIDED UNNECESSARY MOVEMENTS. GOD CAN 
HELP US IF WE AVOIDED CROWDED PLACES AND 
KEPT SOCIAL DISTANCING. GOD CAN HELP US IF WE 
STOPPED HAND SHAKES AND WASHED OUR HANDS 
OR CLEANED THEM WITH HAND SANITISERS 
FREQUENTLY. GOD CAN HELP US IF WE WORE FACE 
MASKS.

LET ME THANK YOU THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE FOR YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING, COOPERATION AND UNITY. YOU 
HAVE MADE MY ADMINISTRATION’S WORK EASIER 
WITH YOUR ALL-ROUND SUPPORT.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL,

I THANK YOU.


