
2  Tuesday, November 10, 2020  

 ¬ ŧ

MINISTR< OF HEALTH & MEDICAL
SER9ICES

PRESS RELEASE  SPEECHES

PM BaLQLPaUaPa¶V SWaWHPHQW OQ TKH FLUVW COVID-19 CaVH IQ FLML
�  March 19, 2020 #  Riaz Hassan  � Comments Off

Last Updated on 7 months b\

PM BAINIMARAMAÌS STATEMENT ON THE FIRST COVID-19
CASE IN FIJI

19/03/2020

Bula vinaka.

Thank \ou to Dr Aalisha Sahukhan, the Head of Health Protection at the Ministr\ of Health and Medical SerYices, Dr Iferemi

Waiqanabete, the Minister for Health and Medical SerYices, Dr Jemesa TudraYu, Fiji·s Chief Medical AdYiser, and Mr Gordon

Penfold, the E[ecutiYe General Manager of Shared Business SerYices at Fiji AirZa\s, for joining me toda\.
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In the earl\ hours of this morning, Thursda\, the 19th of March, Fiji conÀrmed its Àrst case of the noYel coronaYirus, knoZn as

COVID-19. This is an eYent Ze haYe e[pected and spent months preparing for ² and it is an eYent Ze are dealing Zith

decisiYel\.

The patient in question Zas identiÀed, isolated and tested Tuesda\ eYening at the Lautoka Hospital. The patient remains under

close medical superYision and he is in stable condition. The case Zas transmitted Zhile he Zas traYelling abroad; there remain

]ero conÀrmed cases of local transmission in Fiji.

Upon conÀrmation of COVID-19, the Ministr\·s highl\-trained contact team ²² Zhich effectiYel\ contained last \ear·s

measles outbreak Zith the same contact-tracing methods ²² Zas immediatel\ put into action to identif\ all those Zith Zhom

the patient has been in close contact. Those points of contact are currentl\ being sought out and quarantined. The capacit\ of

our contact team has been further strengthened b\ the Republic of Fiji Militar\ Forces and the Fiji Police Force, heightening

our capacit\ to trace and quarantine all those potentiall\ e[posed to the Yirus.

M\ felloZ Fijians, Zhile this is our Àrst conÀrmed case in the countr\ since its origins in China in NoYember of last \ear,

COVID-19 is noZ a Zidespread, global pandemic. Nearl\ eYer\ countr\ has alread\ reported cases of the Yirus, including

multiple PaciÀc Island nations. Our constant monitoring of the global spread of the pandemic has giYen us a clear idea of Zhat

is necessar\ noZ to preYent a large-scale outbreak in Fiji.

From midnight tonight, our border restrictions on mainland China, Ital\, Iran, Spain and South Korea Zill be e[tended to

foreign nationals Zho haYe been present in the United States of America and all of Europe, including the United Kingdom,

Zithin 14 da\s of their intended traYel to Fiji. Also from midnight, an\one entering Fiji from an\ oYerseas destination Zill be

required to self-quarantine for 14 da\s, meaning the\ must sta\ in one place and aYoid contact Zith others or going out in

public as much as possible. Doctor Aalisha Zill e[plain later e[actl\ Zhat self-quarantine measures entail. Taken together,

these neZ traYel restrictions are the strongest and Zidest reaching in Fijian histor\.

The Àrst case is identiÀed in Lautoka, and that is Zhere the most stringent local traYel restrictions Zill take effect. Starting

tonight at midnight, all schools and non-essential businesses Zithin the¬Greater Lautoka Area Zill be closed until further

notice. We·re deÀning the Greater Lautoka Area as the area spanning from King·s Road at Nacilau Junction past MataZalu

Village, to the feeder road at Vakabuli Junction, to the Queen·s Road at Natalau Junction. Banks, supermarkets and pharmacies

²² and other essential businesses ²² in the Greater Lautoka Area Zill remain open. Essential businesses include air and rescue

serYices, air trafÀc control serYices, ciYil aYiation, telecommunication serYices, food and sanitar\ manufacturing plants,

electricit\ serYices, emergenc\ serYices, Àre serYices, health and hospital serYices, lighthouse serYices, meteorological

serYices, mine pumping, Yentilation and Zinding, sanitar\ serYices, suppl\ and distribution of fuel and gas, poZer,

telecommunications, garbage collection, transport serYices,¬Zater and seZage serYices, FNPF and FRCS, ciYil serYice, priYate

securit\ serYices and roading serYices.

Fijians Zho Zork ²² but do not liYe ²² in this area should report to the nearest ofÀce outside of the monitored area, regardless

of Zhether their industr\ falls under the essential businesses list. If there is no branch of \our compan\ outside of the Greater

Lautoka area, please contact \our emplo\er and goYernment Zill, in the ne[t feZ da\s, announce hoZ \our absence from
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Zork Zill be treated during this situation. We adYise all emplo\ers to accommodate the needs of \our emplo\ees and not make

an\ emplo\ees redundant.

Basicall\, if \ou are liYing in the Greater Lautoka Area, \ou Zill noZ sta\ in the Greater Lautoka Area. If \ou do not liYe in

Greater Lautoka Area, \ou cannot traYel there, eYen if \ou Zork there.

B\ continuing these essential serYices, Ze Zill ensure the suppl\ of food Zill continue to be aYailable. In order to maintain

food securit\, the Agriculture Marketing Authorit\ Zill be bu\ing fruits, Yegetables and root crops at the border of the Greater

Lautoka Area from the farmers and middle-men to be sold to the Yendors for sale at local markets in the Greater Lautoka Area.

The Minister for Agriculture Zill proYide the speciÀcs of this programme later toda\.

Outside of these containment measures in the Greater Lautoka Area, our nationZide efforts to contain COVID-19 are also

being drasticall\ e[panded, effectiYe immediatel\. Gatherings of 20 or more people are noZ banned. Gatherings are deÀned as

an\ assembl\ of indiYiduals in a single location, including meetings, religious gatherings, such as church, mosque and temple

serYices, and sports eYents.

At this stage, Zorkplaces, businesses and inter-island shipping serYices outside of Lautoka ma\ remain open, buses and Fiji

Link serYices can continue and schools ² outside of Lautoka ² Zill remain open. HoZeYer, all Fijians should aYoid all non-

essential traYel. Nightclubs, g\ms, cinemas, sZimming pools, Àtness centres and eYen recreational contact sporting

engagements ²² Zhich, b\ their nature, make personal space nearl\ impossible ²² should also be closed and ceased

eYer\Zhere in Fiji, effectiYe immediatel\. For the time being, the judiciar\ Zill continue to function, but there Zill be no

moYement of people in remand centres into or out of the Greater Lautoka Area.

We Zill also be establishing feYer clinics in each DiYision, similar to Zhat other countries haYe done to contain the Yirus at the

local leYel. These clinics Zill be designed to keep people Zith feYers aZa\ from Yulnerable people Zho Yisit Health Centres

and into separate, dedicated spaces speciall\ designed to effectiYel\ identif\ possible COVID-19 cases.

This is an aggressiYe, proportionate and ² most importantl\ ² scalable response. All of these measures Zill be reYieZed in 14

da\s· time. Before then, measures ma\ escalate if necessar\ as Ze monitor the situation, particularl\ the outcomes of our

contact tracing.

M\ felloZ Fijians: WhereYer \ou·re Zatching this address, the number one thing \ou can do toda\ to serYe our nationZide

response is to regularl\ Zash \our hands Zith soap and Zater. All it takes is 20 seconds of hand Zashing to potentiall\ saYe a

life.

From toda\ ² and this is also absolutel\ Yital ² Fijians must join the rest of the Zorld in practicing Zhat is knoZn as ´social

distancingµ. Basicall\, it means limiting contact ²² especiall\ in groups ²² as much as possible to preYent person-to-person

transmission of the disease.

We need to keep a safe distance of tZo metres from one another as much as possible. We should also all refrain from Yisiting

elderl\ homes, prisons or patients in hospitals. We must snee]e or cough into our elboZ or a tissue Zhich should be
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immediatel\ discarded. Do not share takis or bilos. Do not shake hands or hug one another, as difÀcult as that ma\ be.

We knoZ this Yirus strikes hardest at those most Yulnerable. We need to learn from the hard lessons of other nations Zho failed

to practice social distancing until it Zas too late. So, Zhile \oung people often do not shoZ s\mptoms or suffer serious cases,

the\ can infect elderl\ members of societ\, including their grandparents, and those Zith underl\ing health conditions, such as

NCDs. That is Zh\ I·m calling on all Fijians, but particularl\ on \oung people, to e[ercise the greatest leYels of caution; do

\our dut\ in protecting the most Yulnerable in our societ\ b\ adhering to the rigours of social distancing. Together, let·s use

our God-giYen Zisdom, act responsibl\, and get Fiji out in front of this.

I Zant to assure eYer\ Fijian famil\ that Fiji is food secure, and can take comfort knoZing that an abundance of Yital cleaning

and h\giene products are locall\ produced. There is no sense in running to the market and bu\ing up massiYe amounts of

goods. We Zill not be cutting ourselYes off from importing food and other essential items; there Zill be a stead\ suppl\ of the

goods Fijian families count on.

I Zant to make another important point. Yes, Ze·Ye introduced historic leYels of traYel restrictions. Yes, Ze·ll be practicing

social distancing. But that doesn·t mean Ze·re distancing ourselYes from the genuine care and camaraderie that bind us

together as a societ\. We·re heading into a difÀcult period, surel\. But in this moment of challenge, our national unit\ cannot

run in short suppl\. No one should act in fear or Zith panic; Ze must all act out of the loYe Ze hold for our felloZ Fijians. We

are in this together. We Zill endure this together. And Ze Zill oYercome this together as Zell.

As alZa\s, all Fijians should rel\ e[clusiYel\ on the Ministr\ of Health and Medical SerYices, along Zith the World Health

Organisation, as trusted sources of information.

Finall\, Fiji·s health relies on \our help in our containment efforts. If \ou are feeling unZell, or knoZ someone Zho is feeling

unZell, immediatel\ contact the Health Ministr\ on one of these numbers:

In the Central DiYision call 2219905; 

In the Eastern DiYision call 2219906; 

In the Western DiYision call 2219907; and 

In the Northern DiYision call 2219908.

We Zill proYide regular updates to the public on our response¬as the situation eYolYes. In the meantime, sta\ safe and do \our

part.

Vinaka YakaleYu and God Bless Fiji.
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SPEECHES

COMMISSIONING OF COLONIAL WAR MEMORIAL HOSPITAL PROJECTS
�  August 4, 2014 #  Anshoo Chandra

Last Updated on 6 \ears b\ COMMISSIONING OF COLONIAL WAR MEMORIAL HOSPITAL PROJECTS Medical

Superintendent and Management of CWM Hospital Senior Health E[ecutiYes RepresentatiYes of our Public PriYate

Partnerships Digicel and International Women·s Association InYited Guests Ladies and Gentlemen I am priYileged to be Zith

\ou this morning to ofÀciate at the Commissioning of projects [«]

PRESS RELEASE

Health facility construction work on schedule in the west
�  January 13, 2016 #  Riaz Hassan

Last Updated on 5 \ears b\ Health facilit\ construction Zork on schedule in the Zest Mr Usamate in discussion at the NeZ Ba

Hospital Site The neZ accident and emergenc\ department at the Lautoka Hospital is e[pected to be completed and Zill be

full\ operational b\ March this \ear. This Zas conÀrmed to the Hon. [«]

SPEECHES

Opening of the Valelevu Health Centre24 hour service
�  April 15, 2018 #  Riaz Hassan

Last Updated on 3 \ears b\ Ria] Hassan EVENT: LAUNCHING OF VALELEVU HEALTH CENTRE 24-HOURS

GENERAL OUTPATIENT SERVICES VENUE: ¬ ¬VALELEVU HEALTH CENTRE DATE: ¬¬¬ WEDNESDAY 17TH

JANUARY 2018 TIME: ¬¬¬¬ 3PM ¬ ¬ Ladies and Gentlemen, Good afternoon! It is a great priYilege and honor to be here among

\ou all for the ofÀcial [«]

COVID-19 Updates

Fijian Government

World Health Organization

Secretariat of the Pacific Community

Govnet Email

Related Articles

Ü Media release 14:Ò Statement by the Ò Ý
Useful Links

COVID-19 Posters
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