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Proposal to open the airport for foreign tourist
arrivals from August 01
  PMD News (Di)    May 26, 2020
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All activities are in accordance with international and domestic health guidelines

No cases of covia have been identified in the community since April 30

Action to open hotels and restaurants first registered with the Tourism Authority

                                                      Covid Eradication Task Force notifies the President

As the country returns to normalcy, the Kovit Eradication Task Force has proposed to the President to open the
airport for foreign tourists from August 01.

The members of the committee pointed out that the success of the country was due to the fact that from April 30 to
today (26) no one with covit infection was found to be from the community.

The Kovit Eradication Task Force, chaired by President Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, met at the Presidential Secretariat this
afternoon (26) to discuss measures and plans to be taken to rebuild the declining tourism industry.

The President pointed out the need for activities to allow tourists into the country in accordance with international
and domestic health guidelines. It is possible to be ahead of other countries by planning ahead. The President said
that they should know the priorities and seek the advice of tourism and health experts and take the next steps.

Under the first phase, it was decided to open hotels and restaurants registered with the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority for in-house dining. Steps will be taken to open unregistered establishments and snack bars
with the help of the military and the supervision of public health officials in line with its progress. The President also
instructed them to set up a tourist police unit trained in foreign languages, giving priority to areas with high tourist
arrivals.

‘Discover their preferences when it comes to attracting tourists. Some like to relax on the beaches, some like to see
archeology and wildlife, some like to visit the tea gardens. Prepare tourism development plans accordingly, ”the
President said.

Health Minister Pavithra Vanniyarachchi, Tourism Minister Prasanna Ranatunga, Secretary to the President BP
Jayasundera and representatives of the Kovit Eradication Task Force also participated in the discussion.
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