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Picking up passengers from the UK has been
suspended - Presidential decision at the Govt
meeting
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  PMD News (Di)    December 23, 2020

President Gotabhaya Rajapaksa today (22) decided to temporarily suspend travelers from the United Kingdom to Sri
Lanka due to the new virus 19, which is currently spreading in the UK.

The decision was taken after Kovit examined the new virus and its spread during today's (22) meeting with the Kovit
group, which meets daily at the President's Office.

Passengers arriving in Sri Lanka from the UK today will be subjected to PCR screening, hotel stays and isolation for
14 days under the full supervision of the Health Department. They have to be isolated in their homes for another 14
days.

The crew of cargo flights from London will also be subjected to the isolation process.

During today's discussion, the President also brought to the attention of the Govt. Committee the need to expedite the
introduction of the Govt Vaccine to Sri Lanka.

Govt vaccines have been developed in many countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom, and China.
Lalith Weeratunga, Chief Adviser to the President, has been authorized to coordinate the necessary steps in
consultation with the relevant countries and the health authorities of Sri Lanka after a detailed study of the vaccine.

The groups to be vaccinated will be determined based on need and priority. It was also decided to collect data on
places and groups at high risk of spreading the disease, including gardens, apartments and hotels.

Health Minister Pavithra Vanniyarachchi, Foreign Minister Sudarshani Fernandopulle, Member of Parliament Mathura
Vidana, Secretary to the President B.P. Jayasundera, Lalith Weeratunga, Chief Adviser to the President, airport and
airline officials and members of the Govt team took part in the discussion.
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