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𝐔𝐫𝐠𝐞𝐧𝐭 𝐍𝐨𝐭𝐢𝐜𝐞 
𝐉𝐚𝐧𝐮𝐚𝐫𝐲 𝟏𝟗, 𝟐𝟎𝟐𝟐

As you all are aware, we have initiated another round of sample collection and testing for COVID-19 in the 14 dzongkhags today.The

outcome of the testing will determine the way forward after the 72 hours lockdown within the zones, which comes to an end early

tomorrow.

However, please note that it cannot be applied to Thimphu, given the recent developments. The upsurge of community cases in many

parts of the country, the highly infectious nature of omicron, the size of the population in Thimphu, and the frequency of interactions with

the high-risk zones and potential exposure, all aggravate the situation for the capital city.

The risk assessment at this stage could potentially miss out some pockets in Thimphu, particularly those that are in virus incubation

period.

Therefore, the capital city will continue to remain under lockdown until January 22. The present practice of megazone movements and all

other restrictions will prevail until then.



MINISTRIES

Ministry of Finance (https://www.mof.gov.bt)

Ministry of Economic Affairs (https://www.moea.gov.bt)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (https://www.mfa.gov.bt)

Ministry of Health (https://www.moh.gov.bt)

Ministry of Information and Communications (https://www.moic.gov.bt)

Ministry of Education (https://www.education.gov.bt)

Ministry of Agriculture and Forest (http://www.moaf.gov.bt)

Ministry of Work and Human Settlement (https://www.mowhs.gov.bt)

Ministry of Labour and Human Resources (https://www.molhr.gov.bt)

Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs (https://www.mohca.gov.bt)

IMPORTANT LINKS

Druk Gyalpo’s Relief Kidu (http://www.royalkidu.bt/)

12th Plan Flagship Programs (http://flagship.gnhc.gov.bt)

National Portal (http://www.gov.bt)

Cabinet Secretariat (http://www.cabinet.gov.bt)

National Assembly of Bhutan (http://www.cabinet.gov.bt)

While we apologise for the inconveniences, our standards of disease elimination mode propel us to take this measure that will help us

achieve disease-free community. Should we unlock in haste, the outcome could be far more devastating. But we know that we have your

support and cooperation always.

Another round of screening will be carried out on January 22 to comprehend the risk level for Thimphu. Meanwhile, the health ministry is

asked to gradually withdraw the ongoing tests for Thimphu residents today, but the samples collected so far will assist in monitoring the

situations closely.

We will update the nation on the outcomes of the testings, as soon as possible.
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